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Watercolour of Hawarden Rectory and Gardens by Thomas Boydell, 1756 (Pr/F/123)

Stephen Glynne, Rector of Hawarden, 1770-1780

Stephen  Glynne  was  rector  of  Hawarden  between  1770-1780,  and  made 
changes, both to the interior of the Rectory, and particularly to the gardens. 
He built a dining room about 1774 to a design by Mr Booth Grey. He also  
employed William Emes to work on the Rectory grounds. Emes designed 
and worked on gardens at  Eaton Hall,  Cheshire,  and at  Chirk Castle and 
Erddig in Denbighshire. He was a very famous landscape designer of the 
period,  whose  style  was  similar  to  those  of  ‘Capability’  Brown  and 
Humphrey Repton. He worked on the four acres  of Rectory grounds and 
planted several rare trees.
Rector Glynne paid Mr Emes £97-2s-8d to landscape the grounds, which 
was  quite  a  considerable  sum at  that  time. According  to  a  19th-century 
source, Glynne ‘also contemplated further additions to the mansion, but the 
death of his eldest Brother in 1774 materially altered his views & three years 
later he succeeded his Father in his title & estates,  & took possession of 
Hawarden Castle.’ The Rectory was then rented to a widow, Mrs Lloyd, who 
lived  there  for  the  remainder  of  rector  Glynne’s  incumbency,  whilst  he 
enjoyed the more luxurious surroundings of Hawarden Castle.

From 22nd May 1780 – 1813 the Rector was Randolph Crewe who had married Frances, daughter of Sir John Glynne 
of Hawarden. There was a lack of a water supply at the Rectory and the Reverend Crewe was responsible for drilling a  
well 81 feet deep which provided the Rectory with its first supply of clear fresh water.



Reverend George Neville Grenville, rector of Hawarden, 1814-1834

George Neville was born in Berkshire in 1789, the son of Richard Aldworth Neville, second Baron Braybrooke. He was  
educated at Eton College from 1802 and Trinity College, Cambridge, from 1807 (M.A. 1810). His father was hereditary 
visitor of Magdalene College, Cambridge, and George Neville obtained the mastership of that college in 1813 and held  
it for forty years. His sister, Mary Neville, married Sir Stephen Glynne of Hawarden Castle in 1806, and George was 
offered the living of Hawarden by his brother-in-law in 1814.16 He adopted the surname Grenville in 1825, when he 
inherited the estate of Butleigh Court, Somerset, from his Uncle, James Grenville. 17

Whilst living at Hawarden Rectory, he substantially altered and added to the building. According to his own description 
of the alterations at the Rectory, he commissioned: ‘an Entrance Porch, Hall, Stair Case, nine bed rooms & several  
servants offices, besides a library 36 feet long by 22 feet wide & 15 feet high which is capable of holding 8000 volumes,  
& a Drawing Room which connects the Dining Room with it. The three last rooms command an extensive view to the  
South East of Chester, Beeston Castle, & the Peckforton & Frodsham Hills, & to the North West looking through the  
picturesque Trees in the foreground, Park Gate & the Estuary of the Dee form a beautiful termination to the Prospect.  
The Rectors private sitting room & dressing room are situated on the south side of the Dining room & were formerly the  
Entrance Hall & Stair Case.’ 18

Although he appears to have been proud of his own achievements, E. Hubbard in ‘The Buildings of Wales: Clwyd’ 
(1986), dismisses them as ‘stark, sparse and amateurish, suggesting that the rector, George Neville Grenville, may have  
been his own architect’.19

A Description of Hawarden Rectory in 1814, by Reverend George Neville Grenville
George Neville Grenville wrote a contemporary description of his alterations at the Rectory, which provide an insight 
into how it looked before and after his improvements:
‘The elevation of the Rectory House is a plain irregular building, enlarged at several times without any attention to  
uniformity, the comfort and convenience of the interior having been alone considered. A paved terrace of 124 feet  
extends the whole length of the east front and terminates at one end by steps leading up to a green house which faces  
the south and communicates with the family apartment. The entrance is on the west side where the porch has a bedroom  
over it, and is sufficiently spacious to admit carriages under it. The approach is necessarily narrow on account of the  
proximity of the house to  the Churchyard......The gardens comprehend nearly 6 acres and are  surrounded by a deep  
stone wall, which from their varied and elevated position is completely concealed. There are two formal parterres of  
flowers within the enclosure and few places can boast of so much varied scenery within so small a space of ground.’ 20

The carriage porch, described by the rector, is still in existence today, as is the narrow approach to the building, but the  
full six acres of gardens are no longer attached to the Rectory, the majority having been built upon in more recent years.  
A contemporary  source  recorded  that  after  the  improvements  and  alterations  of  1814,  ‘the  Rectory  House  at  
Hawarden…..may now vie with any Rectory House of the present age.’ 21

Lady Charlotte Neville-Grenville (née Legge)
Lady Charlotte Neville Grenville lived at Hawarden Rectory from 1816-1834. Born Lady Charlotte Legge in 1795, she  
was the daughter of George Legge, the 3rd Earl of Dartmouth.22 His seat was Sandwell Hall, near Birmingham, and the 
family also owned Patshull  Hall,  in  Pattingham, South Staffordshire.  Lady Charlotte  Legge married the Reverend 
George Neville on 9th May 1816 at St James, Westminster, at which time he was already the rector of Hawarden.  
Rector George Neville Grenville and Lady Charlotte had the following children baptised at Hawarden Parish Church:
7th April 1817, Ralph Neville
18th September 1818, William Frederick Neville
24th November 1820, Frances Catherine Neville
14th December 1821 – Georgiana and Cicely Neville, twins
14th March 1823 – Seymour Neville
28th December 1824 – Edward Neville
14th May 1828 - Harriet Louisa Neville Grenville
14th January 1831 – Adelaide Neville Grenville
1st April 1834 – William Wyndham Neville Grenville 23

Lady Charlotte seems to have been rather a formidable character. A letter from her to Mr Gamon, a local baker or flour  
dealer, in 1833 reads:

‘Lady Charlotte Neville Grenville particularly requests Mr Gamon will for the future never send any flour to Hawarden  
Rectory, except when the book is brought him with the order in it. L[ad]y G begs he will also sign his initials in the  
margin after each order to prevent future mistakes.24

She also had a talent for artistic works, and drew a scene (over) of children (possibly her own daughters) in the garden 
at the Rectory. The gentleman in a top hat depicted standing on the bridge from the first floor of the Rectory, to the left  
of the picture, may have been her husband, Rector George Neville.



Hawarden Rectory, Flintshire.
Drawn on stone by Lady Charlotte Neville Grenville. 1832 (PR/763)

Robbery at the Rectory, 1832
A voucher, which forms part of the Hawarden Estate collection, reveals that there was a robbery at Hawarden Rectory 
in the winter of 1832.25 The voucher was issued by John Hill, Superintendent of the Watch, Chester. At this time, the 
Neville Grenville family would have been living at the Rectory. Unfortunately, there is no surviving record of what was  
stolen. John Hill journeyed to Hawarden to investigate the robbery at the Rectory, and executed a search warrant. His 
bill, sent to James Boydell Esq., includes expenses for investigating the robbery and executing a search warrant; horse  
hire; and loss of time.

Duties of the Rector
In 1832, an enquiry was made into the revenues of each parish in England and Wales. George Neville Grenville was  
rector of Hawarden at this date. The completed enquiry tells us that in 1832, the ‘Glebe House’ or Rectory was ‘fit for  
the residence of the Incumbent’ and that he did reside there. It also tells us about some of his duties as the rector of  
Hawarden Parish, which included: ‘In Hawarden Church two full Services & two Sermons every Sunday, Good Friday,  
Ascension day & Christmas day. In Passion week, one service & one sermons [sic] every day; & the Lords Supper 17  
times in the year. In Buckley & Broughton Chapels 2 services and 2 sermons every Sunday, Good Friday, Ascension day  
& Christmas day, & the Lords Supper 5 times in a year.’ 26

The Rectory gardens in the early 19th century
During the incumbency of George Neville Grenville, the gardens were tended by T. Weaver, gardener and bailiff, whose  
accounts from 1830-1832 have survived and are now held at Flintshire Record Office (D/HA/742).
According to an inventory of the property of Mr Neville Grenville, taken in September 1834, the following were some 
of the items to be found in the Rectory garden:
‘2 Spike Ladders; 3 Wheel Barrows & Hand Barrow; 3 Spades….5 Iron Rakes; 3 Hay Rakes; 2 Grass Rakes; 4 Turnip  
Hoes & 3 Dutch Hoes; Wire Reddle; 6 watering cans; 3 saws; 2 Hammers; 2 Pair Grass Edging Shears; 6 Ice Hooks;  
Seed Drawers; Grinding Stone…Crow Bar & Mattock; 4 Scythes; 2 Shovels 2 Rakes & 2 Small Cans; 2 Rat Traps; 3  
Hand Glasses; Garden Seat; 3 Stone Rollers; 7 Mugs; 9 Chairs & 2 Stools; 32 Poles; 63 Poles; 23 Doz[en] Carnation  
Stakes; 29 Wire Baskets & Uprights; 2 Flower Pot Stands; 7 Warm Tubs; 8 Cucumber Frames.’ 27



Extract from enquiry into the revenues of Hawarden Parish. 1832. (D/BJ/B26)

The Rectory ice house
In the grounds of the Rectory there is an ice house, which 
was  built  to  provide  the  household  with  a  means  of 
preserving food and providing ice for desserts and other 
delicacies. It  is not known exactly when the Rectory ice 
house was built, but according to a report on buildings of 
special architectural or historic interest, it dates from the 
17th  or  18th  century,  and  is  of  ‘Conventional  form,  of 
brick and with domed top.’28

Ice  houses  were  popular  with  large  country  houses 
throughout  the  18th  and  19th  centuries.  The  ice  house 
would  be  filled  by  servants  (including  gardeners)  who 
would collect ice from frozen rivers or ponds in winter 
and store it  in  the ice house until  it  was needed.  Once 
filled,  the ice  house  would be  sealed  (sometimes  using 
straw to block the entrance tunnel), and re-opened in the 
summer when the ice was required for food preparation 
and preservation.29

The mention of ‘ice hooks’ in the inventory suggests that 
the  ice  house  at  Hawarden  Rectory  was  certainly  in 
existence by 1834, and was probably of  a  much earlier 
date.

Entrance to the Ice House in the grounds of Hawarden 
Rectory.
Photographer: Nigel Herne, 1958. (PH/28(G)/29)

Henry Glynne, rector of Hawarden, 1834-1872 

Henry Glynne, brother-in-law of W.E. Gladstone (four times Prime Minister), was rector between 1834 and 1872. He 
was the second son of Sir Stephen Richard Glynne, Baronet, of Hawarden Castle, born in 1810 and educated at Eton  
and Christ Church College, Oxford, where he took his M.A. degree in 1832.30 He was ordained into the priesthood in 
1834, and was appointed to the living of Hawarden, where he lived in the Rectory until his death in 1872. As rector of 
Hawarden, he was a benefactor of the parish, building an infant school in Pentrobin in 1840; replacing the school at  
Buckley with new schools close to the church; and building St John the Baptist Church at Pentrobin in 1843.
During his time as  rector,  he made material  improvements in  church accommodation,  establishment  of  substantial  
schools in different parts of the parish of Hawarden, and served as the Chairman of Council and Treasurer to the 
Hawarden Literary Institute.31



Tragic deaths of the rector’s wife and children
Reverend Henry Glynne married Lavinia, daughter of William Henry Lyttelton,  3rd Baron Lyttelton and 3rd Baron  
Westcote, in 1843.32 They had four daughters: Mary, born 1844; Honora, born 1846; Catherine, born 1847; and Gertrude 
Jessy, born 1850. By the time of the 1851 census, however, Reverend Glynne was already a widower, and his youngest  
daughter Gertrude Jessy had lost her mother, aged only 6 months.33 His wife Lavinia died on 11th October 1850, four 
weeks after giving birth to Gertrude.34 A wet-nurse, Elizabeth Shone, aged 25, was employed to look after the baby.

The Hon. Mrs Glynne, by G. Richmond, 1848. (PR/C/31)

Sadly, two of Reverend Glynne’s daughters also died at an early age – Catherine in 1854, aged 6 years, and Honora in 
1859, aged 13 years.35 A memorial stained glass window dedicated to Lavinia and Catherine can be seen in the church  
of St Deiniol, Hawarden, erected to their memory by Reverend Glynne. The inscription reads: ‘In memory of Lavinia,  
wife of Henry Glynne, Rector of this Parish, who died October 3rd 1850 aged 29, and also of Catherine their daughter  



who died February 13th 1854.’ A stone effigy of Honora, who was buried on 25th July 1859, can also be seen in the 
church.

Reverend Glynne, fatally struck by lightning at Gwernaffield
Henry Glynne himself suffered a rather dramatic death in 1872, at the age of 62 years, after being caught in a violent  
thunderstorm. He had been inspecting the rebuilding of the church at  Gwernaffield when he  ‘was staggered by a  
blinding flash of lightning while sheltering from the storm, and was apparently unconscious for twenty minutes….it was  
found necessary to peacefully, passed, in a few hours, to his eternal rest.’ 36

In a contemporary Hawarden Parish Magazine, a tribute was paid to the longserving rector: ‘If ever a man was attached  
to his parish he was, his home was there, his happiness, in spite of many sorrows was bound up in it. He loved his  
people from whom he was rarely ever absent and they loved him.’ 37

Stephen Edward 
Gladstone, Rector of 
Hawarden, 1872-1904

Stephen Gladstone, the second son 
of  W.E.  Gladstone,  was  the  next 
rector  of  Hawarden,  from  1872-
1904.  He  married  Annie 
Crosthwaite  Wilson  in  Liverpool 
in 1885.38 They had the following 
children:  Catherine,  born  1886; 
Stephen  Deiniol,  born  1892; 
Edith,  born  1895;  and  William, 
born 1898.
As  rector,  Stephen  Gladstone 
worked  hard  for  his  parishioners 
and ‘made the parish a centre of  
inspiration for those interested in  
parochial  work  throughout  the  
length  and  breadth  of  the  
land……He  made  a  rule  of  
visiting  every  house,  without  
distinction, in his large parish at  
stated  intervals’.  He  eventually 
resigned  the  living  in  1905 after 
32 years as the rector. 39

Rector Stephen Gladstone and 
Annie, his wife
(PH/28(B)/2)

The Record Office is fortunate enough to hold some contemporary photographs of the interior of the Rectory during the 
time that Stephen Gladstone and his family lived there, showing the arrangement of their furniture and what the rooms  
were used for. In these photographs of the current library (previously the old searchroom of the Record Office), taken  
c.1900, the room appears to have been used as a large sitting or drawing room. The fireplace, with its tiled surround of a 
‘honeysuckle’ pattern, is still insitu, as are the high ceilings with their original coving. The rather cluttered appearance 
of the room, with highly patterned wallpaper and a wealth of ornaments and pictures, is typical of the late Victorian  
period.



Interior photographs of the current library (previously the old searchroom) as it
was in Stephen Gladstone’s period of residence (PH/28(G)/41 and 43)



Death of the Archbishop of Canterbury at Hawarden Rectory
During  the  incumbency of  Stephen Gladstone,  on  11th October  1896,  the  Archbishop of  Canterbury (Archbishop 
Benson)  visited  the  Gladstone  family at  Hawarden  Castle.  He attended Holy  Communion at  St  Deiniol’s  parish  
churchin Hawarden in the evening, but was taken ill during the service. The Times newspaper reported that Mr Henry 
Gladstone and a churchwarden, Mr Toller, carried him ‘into the rectory, only a few yards from the church, and laid him  
on a couch in the library.’ 40 Medical assistance was given by a local doctor, Dr Burlingham, but after a few hours the 
Archbishop passed away in the library.  On 14th October 1896, his body was taken, accompanied by an imposing 
procession, from Hawarden Rectory to Sandycroft Station, afterwards being transported by a special train to Victoria  
Station in London. At Sandycroft, a magnificent floral cross was placed on the coffin by Mrs Stephen and Mrs W.H. 
Gladstone as representatives of the Gladstone family.41 The Archbishop was buried with great ceremony at Canterbury 
Cathedral, detailed reports of which appeared in The Times newspaper between 12th October and 17 th October 1896, 
and also in the Flintshire Chronicle of 17th October 1896. A plaque, in memory of Archbishop Benson, is displayed in  
the searchroom of Flintshire Record Office, the room in which he died.

Illustration from the Flintshire Chronicle, 17th October 1896 (D/DM/482/2)

Hawarden Church and Rectory c. 1900



Hawarden Castle, built 1752 by the Glynne family is still owned by the Gladstone family who acquired it after 
William Ewart Gladstone, Prime Minister, married Catherine Glynne.

After Stephen Gladstone the next rector was Canon Harry Drew (1905 – 1910) who had married Mary, second daughter  
of W. E. Gladstone in 1886. He was followed by Frank Selwyn Macauley Bennett (1910 – 1920) who left to become  
Dean of Chester. The last occupant of the Rectory was Charles Frederick Lyttelton (1920 – 1929) who moved to 'the 
Sundial' Hawarden in 1925. The Rectory became a 'Test School' for ordinands training for ordination into the church.  
During the Second World War the old Rectory was used as a shelter for the Blind and Indirm Evacuees and post-War  
reverted to a Church of England training school  In 1955 it was purchased by Flintshire County Council as library 
headquarters and record office.

The above information about the Rectory by E. Newman can be found in full on their website
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