
SALVATION "PIONEERS" AT BUTLEIGH.
Western Gazette 24th March 1882

On Monday, Messrs. F. H. Dickinson and F. W. Pinney, and Capt. Butt heard a number of charges of 
assault  brought by members of the Salvation Army against residents at Butleigh. The first case 
heard was one in which Frederick Charles, a "captain" in the Army, summoned William May and 
George Vincent, labourers, for assaulting him on Feb. 27th. - Mr. Reed (Messrs. Reed & Cook, 
Bridgwater) appeared for prosecutor, and Mr. Hobbs, of Wells, for defendants. 
Mr. Reed, in his opening remarks, characterised the attack made upon his client as cowardly and 
beastly in the extreme, and then called, to bear out his statement; 
Complainant, who said he resided at Bristol, and was captain of the Salvation Malt-house. About six 
weeks ago, he went to Butleigh, and stayed at a Mrs. Hickman's. He was accompanied by " Lieut." 
George Fish and a man named Rossiter. On Feb. 27th, a little after seven p.m., he left his lodgings 
to go to chapel with James Creed, George Fish, Rossiter, Miss Creed, and Miss Hickman. Just 
after he had passed a shop occupied by a Mr. Higgins he heard a horn blown, and immediately after 
30 or 40 men came out of the shop. Witness and his companions were then pounced upon from 
behind, and witness, on looking round, saw May pulling Creed to the ground. May at once turned 
on witness, and threw him also down. He followed this up by kicking him and rubbing mud over his 
face. Witness ran into a  Mrs. Dunkerton's house but was forced out, and when outside  Vincent 
knocked him down, in response to an appeal for help. Whilst on the ground, someone in the crowd 
bit him, and others tried to smother him by keeping his face down in the mud. He got up as quickly 
as possible and ran to his lodgings, where he became insensible.  Dr. Blackiston, of Glastonbury, 
attended him, and he was confined to his bed for two days on account of the injuries he received. 
He was afterwards attended by Dr. Clarke, of Street, for contusion of the brain. 
- By Mr. Hobbs: It had appeared in the War Cry that the Salvation Army repudiated his connection 
with them. He was a "pioneer," which meant that he "beat up" a corps and then handed over the 
recruits  to  the  Army.  His  business  was  hair-dressing.  He  had  a  wife  and  family,  whom  he 
maintained by means of contributions made by his congregations. He told the people they were 
going to hell if they died sinners, but he did not remember calling them devil's imps. The services at 
Butleigh were orderly at first, but disorderly afterwards. He did not, " square up " to May and say 
he could do a little to fighting. He went on his knees and prayed for him. (Laughter.) He had no 
stick with him; he had only a Bible, a War Cry, and a hymn book. He had seen  Vincent often, 
driving  Higgins' cart, but he could not swear to having known  May previous to the assault.  Dr. 
Blackiston attended him two days, and Dr. Clarke five days.
- Re-examined : He gave up his business to be an evangelist. 
Edith Clarke was called, but she did not appear; and it transpired that she had not been properly 
served with a summons, the constable having neglected to pay the usual fee. 
Lloyd Hickman not answering to repeated calls, 
James Creed was summoned as the next witness. He said he was going to chapel with complainant 
and others, when, on passing Higgins' house, he heard someone say, "Turn out." Thereupon, about 
20 men "turned out,"  and,  on looking round, he saw  Wm. May,  who pulled him down to the 
ground. He afterwards saw the mob "tussling" complainant about, among them being May. 
George  Fish,  of  Radstock,  a  "lieutenant"  of  the  Salvation  Malthouse  Band,  said  he  came  to 
Butleigh recently with complainant. On the evening of Feb. 27th, he accompanied complainant and 
others on the way to chapel. As they passed Higgins' shop, he heard a man say "something," and 
directly after the door was opened and about 30 men came out. A bugle was then blown, and the 
men rushed upon witness and his companions.  May was one of the men, and he, having pulled 
Creed down, jumped on complainant and forced him to the ground. Witness got away as quickly as 
possible and saw no more of Charles until he went to Mrs. Hickman's and found him lying on the 
floor having his head bathed by friends. - The Bench retired to consider whether this evidence was 
or was not admissible, and on their returning into Court the Chairman said they had decided it could 
not be allowed. - Mr. Reed thought that, if Fish or anyone else could prove the condition in which 



complainant was two hours after the mob attacked him, that would be as good as the evidence of the 
doctors, whom Mr. Hobbs wished had been called; but with this the Bench did not agree, and the 
case proceeded. 
Fish, cross-examined, said he supposed that the Band were pioneers to break up the ground in front 
of the Army. He was a carpenter by trade. He had a friend who sent him what he wanted, and that  
friend  was  the  Lord.  He  came  to  Butleigh  to  try  to  do  good.  He  saw  "Lieutenant"  Rossiter 
encompassed by a crowd, but Rossiter had no stick. He collected money at the services at Charlton 
and Butleigh. 
Re-examined: This money was. To pay the expenses of the Band. 
Thomas Charles, "Captain" of the Band, and a temporary resident at Midsomer Norton, said he 
called his corps the Salvation Band, in conjunction with the Salvation Army, and it was registered at 
Somerset House. The certificate was lying at head-quarters with General Booth. 
Mr. Hobbs objected to this evidence unless the certificate was produced, and the Bench disallowed 
it. This being the whole of the evidence for the prosecution,  Mr. Hobbs addressed the Bench. He 
was, he said, astonished to see the effrontery and audacity with which the Captain and his followers 
came forward and stamped themselves as impostors by admitting that they solicited money from 
their congregation on the representation that they belonged to the Salvation Army. Having glanced 
at  the  evidence  which  had  been  given  for  the  prosecution,  he  referred  to  the  injuries  which 
"Captain"  Charles had  received,  and  expressed  his  surprise  that  the  doctors  had  not  been 
summoned, as their evidence would have been important. He denied that  Vincent was one of the 
crowd that surrounded complainant, and that May struck complainant, but admitted that May did 
push Mr. Creed, though that was not until the former received a blow from a stick which, it turned 
out, "Lieutenant" Rossiter was carrying. He should first take the case against Vincent, and should 
prove an alibi. 
Alexander Davis, engine driver, Butleigh, said he knew Vincent. On the evening of the 27th, he 
was at Mrs. Silcox's public-house from seven till eight. Vincent was there the whole of that time. 
He heard at 7.30 that there was a row in the street, and Vincent was there then. 
Cross-examined : He was not at Higgins' workshop that evening, he did not hear a horn blown, nor 
did he see a crowd of men come out of Higgins'. He went to Silcox's at 6.15 and stayed till eight. 
William May, labourer, and one of the men summoned by Charles, said that, on the evening of the 
27th February, he was in the street from 6.30 till 7.45, and did not see Vincent there. He left him at 
Silcox's at half-past six. At a quarter to eight, he was again at the public-house, and found Vincent 
there still.
- Cross-examined: He did not see 30 or 40 persons come out of Higgins' workshop, but he saw a 
crowd in the street. He did not see Charles or Fish that evening, but he saw Creed. He had heard 
the evidence as to his having assaulted complainant; it was untrue. He saw no signs of anyone being 
struck "no more than Creed." He saw the crowd, and they appeared to be playing something like 
what he used to call "prisoner's base"; they were chasing each other. (Laughter.) He did not see 
either  Fish or  Charles or any of "they fellers" (pointing to the Salvation Band men) during the 
evening. Re-examined : He was passing along the street, when be was struck by somebody, and 
turning round he came upon Creed first, and pushed him down, thinking he was the person who 
had assaulted him. 
Mr. Reed, in replying to this evidence, said, that the testimony for his clients showed that Vincent 
had assaulted complainant,  and the only witness  to  refute  this  was  Davis.  That  man was only 
boozing away in the public-house all the evening, and had nothing to mark the hour, so that what he 
said as to the time he went to and left the beer-house was doubtless a mere guess. May first tried to 
get  the  Bench to  believe  that  the mob collected  with no object,  and were harmlessly amusing 
themselves. The rest of his evidence was merely negative, for he stated that he did not see Fish or 
Charles, and did not see the mob hustle anybody, whereas the witnesses for the prosecution had 
sworn that they saw an assault committed. This was all the evidence for the defence, and the Bench 
retired  for  consultation.  In  a  few  minutes  they  returned,  and  the  Chairman  said  they  should 
discharge Vincent, and reserve their decision with regard to May until they had heard the second 



charge against him. 
May was then charged with assaulting Mr. Creed, an old man, of Butleigh. 
Complainant said he was with the Salvation Band officers on the way to chapel, when a number of 
men rushed out of  Higgins' workshop, and May, who was among them, knocked him down, and 
covered  his  face  with  mud.  Charles pushed  defendant  off,  and witness  went  to  Classey's  for 
protection. Whilst he was there.  May came, and, seizing his collar, tried to force him outside the 
gates. He still felt the elfects of his ill-treatment. 
John Burrows Charlton said that, on the evening of Feb. 27th, he saw May push Creed, and went 
to the assistance of the latter. But for witness May would have struck Creed. Lucas Classey, a boy, 
said he saw May come into his father's yard, and, seizing Creed by the collar, try to drag him out. 
Charlton pulled May away, and witness then left. 
-  Cross-examined: Witness gave  Rossiter a  stick with which to defend  Creed,  but did not  see 
whether he did or did not use it. "Captain " Frederick Charles deposed to seeing May seize Creed 
by the neck, push him down, and rub mud over his face. - "Lieut." Fish corroborated. 
Edward George Rossiter, of Radstock, a member of the Band, said that after the row May ran in 
through the doors of Mr. Classey's yard, and seized Creed's stick and collar. Witness went to help 
Creed, and struck May with a stick across the shoulders.- Cross-examined :He would swear that, 
till  May touched  Creed, he (witness) had no stick. The boy  Classey gave him the stick for the 
purpose for which he used it. 
For the defence, George Davis, labourer, Butleigh, said that, at 7.15, he saw May in the road, and 
he was there for half-an-hour.  No disturbance took place in his "possession and appearance." - 
Cross-examined : He did not see Creed at all that evening. 
John Talbot, engine driver, Butleigh, said as he passed Classey's gate on the evening of the 27th, he 
saw Rossiter (who was inside the. gates) strike one man on the finger and  May on the shoulder 
with a stick. May turned round and caught hold of Creed, but did not hurt him. Rossiter then hit 
May five times with the stick. Cross-examined : He did not see the mob doing anything, and did not 
see Creed on the ground. 
This was all the evidence, on behalf of the charge brought by Creed, and seven other cases were 
withdrawn by the respective complainants. The Bench, after consultation, decided that May would 
be fined £1 and costs £1 2s in the first case, and £2 and £1 3s costs in the second, or imprisonment 
for one month in each case in default.- ”Defendant was allowed a week to pay- ”The Chairman 
remarked that, although he did not agree with the Salvation Army in their doctrines and their way of 
propagating them, still he considered they ought to have the protection of the law afforded them. 
They had done nothing illegal, and were as much entitled to hold services as was any other sect. He 
considered the present charges were a disgrace to Butleigh. 

A follow-up letter from the Bristol Mercury Friday 14th April 1882

THE OUTRAGE AT BUTLEIGH,
 To the Editor of the Mercury and Post.

SIR-Yesterday I received a letter from a friend living at Butleigh, and I was glad to find that some 
of the depraved and cowardly men who committed a brutal outrage upon a few evangelists in that  
village a short  time ago, have since then been summoned to answer for their  conduct before a 
magistrate;  and although only one was convicted,  it  cost  him and his friends  upwards of 20s,, 
besides the disgrace and mortification of collecting money to pay the lawyer employed to defend 
them; so they have learnt a lesson that they will not soon forget. It appears to me that Toryism and  
Ritualism are trying to drive the Gospel out of our villages, and to bring back the people to a state 
of semi-barbarism; but the principles of civil and religious liberty are much better understood than 
they were 50 years ago, before the Liberation Society began its important work, and it cannot be too 
long before the Church will be separated from the State, when all religious denominations shall 
enjoy equal rights and privileges and protect each other from insult and injustice. Yours respectfully, 
A CONSTANT READER. Bishopston, April 13th, 1882,


